
As a group, we saw the loss of livelihood within 
Hazelwood as a major factor as to why it is the 
way it is today. We identified key players within 
this space including the LTV Coke Works, the 
schools, as well as the many businesses within 
Hazelwood that provided work and careers for 
the residents of Hazelwood.
The residents and community members we 
have spoken to thus far have expressed a 
feeling of nostalgia. The decline of the steel 
industry in Pittsburgh, the loss of the coke 
works, the decrease in the population, as 
well as the depletion of businesses within 
Hazelwood resulted in the eventual loss of 
people’s livelihoods.
This theme is inspiration for our first concept, 
the implementation of multiple community 
gardens. Our hope with this community garden 
is to provide an alternative source of income 
for residents of Hazelwood, as well as provide 
a medium for residents to plant trees and other 
plants to commemorate the loss of a member 
within the community.

Theme 1
Livelihood



To many members of the Hazelwood 
community, Hazelwood is family. New housing 
will be constructed in Hazelwood, at the the 
ALMONO site. Residents are both excited and 
nervous about the new changes. The process 
of Gentrification is already being felt by the 
community. There has been an increase in 
police presence, roads being repaved, and 
restoration of building facades. 
The older generation that lived during the 
height of the steel industry are nostalgic for the 
time when the local economy was booming. 
Many members have a longing for a time 
when Hazelwood was self sustaining. They see 
gentrification helping them return to a more 
prosperous time. 
It is possible that some of the original residents 
of Hazelwood will be forced to move out of 
their homes due to gentrification. 
Some community members are already 
working to minimize the risk. Our concept 
aims to educate the Hazelwood community 
regarding gentrification. 

Theme 2
Identity



Unlike livelihood and identity, opportunity 
focuses on issues such as the inability to find 
work, the lack of food and resources, as well 
as the lack of a decent education offered to 
Hazelwood residents. 
We chose to focus in on the loss of food 
and resources within Hazelwood. From our 
conversations with members of Hazelwood, 
we realized that the community lacks adequate 
transportation, as well as the inability to 
transport items such as food and clothing from 
businesses within the greater Pittsburgh area 
back to Hazelwood. 
As a team, we propose re-designing the 
transportation system within the Hazelwood 
community. This would allow residents to 
easily obtain their goods and resources, 
including food and clothing. We propose 
residents to have easier access to grocery 
stores, as well as retail and other businesses 
within Pittsburgh. This not only provides a way 
for community members to travel outside of 
Hazelwood, it also connects Hazelwood to the 
greater Pittsburgh community.

Theme 3
Opportunity


